68                                 MARY STUART.
from the hands of the man who had killed the father, and was keeping the mother in captivity. As for Murray, he had kept completely out of sight during all these last events, being in Fifeshire when the King was murdered : three days before BothwelTs trial, he asked and obtained his sister's permission to travel on the continent.
The uprising took place so suddenly, that the confederated lords, whose plan was to possess themselves of the persons of Mary and Bothwell by surprise, expected to succeed at the first attempt, They were being entertained by Lord Borthwick, and were at table, when they were informed that the castle was surrounded by a considerable force of armed men. The King and Queen suspected that they were the cause of this demonstration, and as they had no means of resistance, Bothwell donned the costume of a groom, and Mary that of a page; in this guise they rode out of one gate, as the confederates were entering at another.
The fugitives withdrew to Dunbar, where they assembled all Bothwell's friends and made them sign a sort of confederation whereby they agreed to defend the Queen and her husband. About this time Murray arrived from France, and Bothwell presented the act of association to him as well. But Murray refused to affix his signature: he maintained that it was insulting to him to suggest that he needed to bind himself in writing to defend his sister and his Queen. His refusal led to an altercation between him and Bothwell, and Murray, faithful to his system of neutrality, retired to his estates, and left the affairs of the realm to follow without him the disastrous course upon which they had entered.
Meanwhile the confederates, having missed their aim at Borthwick, did not feel strong enough to attack Both-well at Dunbar, but marched upon Edinburgh, where